Jenkins, Charles J. by unknown
K j  s
A History of
K E N N E T H  CO LE MA N, G E N E R A L  E D I T O R  
N U M A N  V. B A R T L E Y  • W I L L I A M  F. HO LM ES  
F. N. BO NEY • P H I N I Z Y  S P A L D I N G  
C H A R L E S  E. WYNE S
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  OF G E O R G I A  PRESS
A T H E N S
- oo o  I
YA LV  aV l XIM \ e nit ir&  r  _ CD6?-
141
moderate Democrats and most former Whigs under the leadership of 
Stephens and Toombs.
Cobb, Stephens, and Toombs, the Georgia Triumvirate, cham­
pioned the Compromise of 1850 that Congress passed and new Presi­
dent Millard Fillmore signed into law in September. The Union was
savecj__if the South would accept this sectional deal. South Carolina
was ready to secede but hesitated to go alone. The rest of the South 
wavered.
Again Georgia was on center stage at the height of a sectional crisis. 
As soon as the compromise became law, Governor Towns ordered a 
November election for delegates to a state convention, as the legislature 
had directed in its last session. This was to be Georgia’s second crucial 
election in 1850, and both sides campaigned fiercely. The Southern 
Righters demanded “ resistance,”  denounced the Unionists as coward­
ly “ submissionists,”  and frequently appealed to the racism of the voters. 
The Unionists condemned their opponents as “ disunionists” as they 
fought back vigorously. In the last phases of the canvass the Southern 
Righters became more moderate and the Unionists emphasized that the 
compromise was acceptable but not ideal. Nevertheless on 25 Novem­
ber Georgians still had a clear choice, a chance to set the pace for the 
rest of the uncertain South.
For the second time in 1850 the voters of Georgia rejected extremism, 
giving the Unionists an overwhelming 46,000-10-24,000 victory over the 
Southern Righters. South Carolina’s secession crusade was stopped cold. 
Georgia moderation was certainly boosted by economic prosperity— 
cotton was selling well— but even more basic was the people’s loyalty 
to the Union, which would be tested again and again over the next 
decade.
The Georgia convention assembled in December 1850 with a huge 
Unionist majority, which completed the formal organization of the 
new Constitutional Union party. The convention concluded with the 
passage of Charles J .  Jenkins’s famous Georgia Platform, which ac­
cepted the Compromise of 1850 but warned that the state would resist 
even to secession if the North violated the compromise or unduly 
hindered slavery in the territories.
The new political alignment in Georgia was even more fragile than 
usual as both new parties prepared for the 1851 fall elections. The 
Constitutional Unionists nominated Howell Cobb for governor, and 
the Southern Righters countered with Charles }. McDonald. Cobb 
defended the Compromise of 1850, and the fire-eater McDonald at-
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ern state of a native, Unionist provisional governor, whose responsi­
bility it would be to register the voters and call for the election of 
delegates to a constitutional convention. Only those persons who had 
taken an oath of allegiance to the United States might vote; nothing 
was said, to the relief of the whites, about Negroes’ voting. The pres­
ident later suggested the idea of a very limited suffrage for Negroes, but 
nothing came of it until after congressional reconstruction began, in 
1867. Once assembled, the conventions had to do three things: abolish 
slavery, repudiate state debts incurred while waging the war, and an­
nul— not merely repeal— the ordinances of secession.
On 17 June 1865 the president named James Johnson (no relation), 
a respected lawyer and one-term, prew'ar congressman from Columbus 
who had opposed secession and quietly sat out the war, as provisional 
governor of Georgia. Provisional Governor Johnson shortly called for 
the October election of delegates to the convention, with the conven­
tion itself to convene later that same month.
The convention that assembled was one of “ average talents.”  A l­
though twenty-two of the delegates had been members of the secession 
convention all but one of the twenty-two had opposed secession. In 
sum, it was a collection of moderates, men who more often than not 
had opposed secession and then gone reluctantly with their state. By 
the end of the first week in November, the convention had completed 
its work but not without evidence of foot-dragging in meeting the con­
ditions laid down by the president, a fact that did not go unnoticed in 
the North. The ordinance of secession was repealed, not declared null 
and void as required, slavery was abolished in a reluctant article of 
little grace, and the wartime debt was repudiated by a narrow margin 
only after agonizing debate. All in all, the resulting constitution was 
not greatly different from the old one.
In the November general elections, Charles J .  Jenkins, from Rich­
mond County but a native of South Carolina who had played a leading 
role in the constitutional convention, was chosen as governor. In fact, 
he did not even have an opponent. The new legislature was conserva­
tive in tone, but among its members there were fewer antisecessionists 
and Union sympathizers than had been present in the constitutional 
convention. When the legislature turned to the election of Georgia’s 
two United States senators, it chose Alexander H. Stephens, former 
vice president of the Confederacy, and Herschel V. Johnson, a former 
Confederate senator, both of whom had opposed secession but whose 
choice was sure to inflame the North.
Meeting in Milledgeville on 4 December (the capital was not moved
2 March the first and major Reconstruction Act. Now, real Recon­
struction had come to Georgia and the lest of the South.
The new legislation, which placed the Johnson state governments in 
a “ provisional” status subordinate to military authority, provided for 
the division of all the former Confederate states that had not ratified 
the Fourteenth Amendment (only Tennessee had) into five military 
districts, with Georgia part of the Third District— together with Flor­
ida and Alabama. Each district was to be commanded by an officer of 
at least the rank of brigadier general, appointments that the president 
dutifully if grudgingly made. Major General John Pope was placed in 
command of the Third District on 1 April 1867, and shortly thereafter 
he took up his duties in Atlanta, two years after the end of the war.
One of the chief duties facing the district commanders was a new 
registration of voters. All adult males, black as well as white, upon 
swearing to an oath of allegiance might register. Registrants might 
then vote for selection of delegates to a constitutional convention, 
where a guarantee of Negro suffrage had to be written into the consti­
tution. When a state had ratified the Fourteenth Amendment, Con­
gress might then, upon certification that the requisite three-fourths of 
the states had approved the amendment, restore the state to its normal 
relationship to the Union and put an end to military occupation. It 
was a bitter pill to white southerners and a far cry from the promise 
held out by both Lincoln and Johnson.
Governor Jenkins had meanwhile hurried to Washington, where he 
futilely sought to get the Supreme Court to issue an injunction against 
the new Reconstruction Act, while at home Benjamin H. Hill, in the 
presence of General Pope, counseled Georgians to register but to vote 
“ no” on the calling of a constitutional convention. Neither action 
helped the state in the eyes of either General Pope or the North.
The April 1867 registration of voters, amidst charges of corruption 
and Union favoritism toward Negro registrants, resulted in a total of 
102,411 eligible white voters and 98,507 Negro voters. The election for
the convention, which was held from 29 October to 2 November 1867__
thus giving the inexperienced black voters greater opportunity to exer­
cise their franchise—was generally boycotted by the whites and resulted 
in a lopsided 102,283 votes for the convention to 4,127 against.
The 169 delegates chosen assembled in Atlanta on 9 December 1867. 
General Pope had ordered the convention to assemble in Atlanta in­
stead of in the capital, Milledgeville, because allegedly the innkeepers 
there had vowed that they would not house the thirty-seven Negro
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delegates. Although overwhelmingly Republican in makeup, the dele­
gates constituted a basically conservative body. True “ carpetbaggers,” 
or white, northern outsiders, numbered fewer than ten members, while 
the overwhelming majority, some radical and some not so radical, were 
the supposedly abominable “ scalawags,” native whites who were w ill­
ing to cooperate with the Radicals. In actuality Georgia’s scalawags, 
like those elsewhere in the South, were a mixture of old-line Whigs and 
Jacksonian Democrats, the former long without a party to call home, 
and the latter long resentful of the planter-lawyer domination of their 
party. This body of generally reasonable men budded well, and the 
constitution they wrote was perhaps a better framework of government 
than the Bourbon-Redeemer constitution of 1877 that replaced it.
One of the most poptdar provisions of the new constitution, with 
Radicals and conservatives alike, was relief for debtors, namely the 
cancellation of many debts contracted before 1 January 1865, and of all 
those debts in connection with support of the recent rebellion. In edu­
cation, the new constitution called for the establishment by the first 
session of the General Assembly of a free public school system for all 
the children of the state. (The constitution of 1865 under the Johnson 
plan of reconstruction had called for a public school system for white 
children only.) Also, of course, the constitution of 1868 fulfilled the 
demands of the Reconstruction Acts, notably by conferring the suf­
frage upon Negroes. Led by such men as Rufus B. Bullock, the first 
governor under the new constitution, Amos Tappan Akerman, later 
attorney general of the United States in the cabinet of President Grant, 
H. K. McCay, and Benjamin F. Conley, all of whom were northerners 
by birth but who had settled in Georgia before the war, the convention 
finished its work in early March 1868, after three months of labor and 
deliberation.
General Meade, who had succeeded General Pope in January 1868, 
ordered that the new constitution be presented to the voters and that 
state officers and congressmen be chosen in an election to be held 
2 1-23  April. Meade had meanwhile found it expedient to remove Gov­
ernor Jenkins and to appoint in his stead Brigadier General Thomas 
H. Ruger. The Republicans in March had nominated Rufus B. 
Bullock, a leading figure in the constitutional convention, for gover­
nor. Bullock, one of the more notorious Radicals, would later appar­
ently turn out to be the scamp many thought him to be, but he was 
also a former Confederate army officer of the Quartermaster Corps. He 
had originally come to Georgia in 1859 from New York and settled in 
Augusta. Bullock had the backing of ex-Confederate governor Joseph
p a r t  f o u r : 1 8 6 5 - 1 8 9 0
^  $2*^ \ J  _ c ~ QOoCa




W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.
New York
American Association for State and Local History 
Nashville
o  c S L a  -L* 9 0 'j ' o .l ,  ^ - I
C -O ^ o T -
86 G E O R G I A
Cobb, Speaker of the House, were three Georgia leaders on the 
national scene who joined with Henry Clay and Daniel Webster 
to work out the compromise. At a meeting in Macon, in the fall 
of 1850, Stephens and Toombs joined Cobb in one desperate, 
last-minute effort to save the compromise—and the Union. 
They persuaded two radical firebrands from other states, Robert 
Barnwell Rhett of South Carolina and William L. Yancey of 
Alabama, to go along with them. The Macon meeting led to 
another in December at Milledgeville at which the conservatives 
succeeded in passing what came to be called the Georgia Plat­
form. Written by Charles J. Jenkins, this document pointed out 
that the South had been greatly provoked, and would be pushed 
no further, but that the compromise was the only alternative to 
the dissolution of the Union and therefore should be supported. 
The Georgia Platform held the Union together as the other 
Southern states—even fire-eating South Carolina—supported the 
compromise, but all political party lines in Georgia began to 
crumble.
With the Califomia-Utah-New Mexico issue seemingly set­
tled, at least temporarily, there now came upon the national 
conscience the question of Kansas and Nebraska. The act which 
created these two territories provided that they decide for them­
selves whether slavery would be permitted, a compromise ar­
ranged by Stephen A. Douglas, to the vast delight of the South. 
Proslavery settlers rushed in to found communities at Leaven­
worth and Atchison, and the free-state forces rushed to populate 
the state with antislavery votes. Guerilla fighting broke out and 
“ Bleeding Kansas” became a preview of the savage civil war 
that was to come.
Georgians were left relatively untouched by this. Few of the 
slave-owning settlers came from Georgia, but the state did pro­
vide money and free transportation over the state railroad to any 
slave-owning migrants passing through en route to Kansas. 
Proslavery feeling ran high in the state, but it expressed itself in 
less violent ways than warfare. Many Georgia planters and mer­
chants, for example, resolved to cut off all trade with the North 
and deal directly with Europe instead, sending Georgia cotton 
and timber to Europe in Georgia-owned ships, and bringing 
back the goods Georgians did not themselves manufacture.
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wheeler-dealers determined to miss none of the spoils of vic­
tory.
Georgia shared full measure in both the good and the bad of 
Reconstruction. Under the first state government, as formed 
under President Andrew Johnson’s fairly lenient rules, Charles 
J. Jenkins was inaugurated as governor, and Alexander H. Ste­
phens arid Herschel V. Johnson were sent to the U.S. Senate, 
completing the ritual of Georgia’s return to the Union. 
Georgia’s refusal to ratify the Fourteenth Amendment, which at­
tempted to force a state to give the Negro the right to vote or 
suffer a reduction in representatives in Congress, brought on the 
military rule already described. Senators Stephens and Johnson 
and Georgia’s congressmen were refused their seats, and the 
state became part of the Third Military District under General 
John Pope. This brought on a clamor of denunciation in Georgia 
like that which had been heard during the fierce debates before 
the Civil War. Benjamin H. Hill, who had fiercely opposed 
secession although voting for it, now fulminated, in mighty ora­
tory and a barrage of newspaper articles, against the military 
regime. Howell Cobb, who had resigned as secretary of the 
treasury in President Buchanan’s cabinet to come home to lead 
the fight for secession, now was as bitterly opposed to Recon­
struction by threat of force. Robert Toombs came home from 
Europe to add his voice to the criticism. Charles Jenkins sought 
to bring suit in the Supreme Court against the army commanders 
and the War Department. The Court refused to act.
Of Georgia’s antebellum leaders only former governor Joseph 
E. Brown, a pragmatic man, surveyed the situation with cold 
eyes, unmoved by scarred hopes cherished in the past and now 
outworn. He urged Georgians to accept the inevitable, to bow 
docilely under the military yoke and to await with patience the 
day of deliverance that in time would come. For this he was ex­
coriated. Brown had even gone so far as to welcome General 
Pope to Atlanta and entertain him at a banquet, which may or 
may not have helped to persuade Pope not to tie the yoke too 
tightly at the start. His first job was to register the Negroes to 
vote—which was accomplished in various ways, some of them 
illegal, such as registering the same man under different names, 
and bringing in blacks from South Carolina to be registered in
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replacing the smaller, more sedate, and far more “ Southern” 
Milledgeville.
On the whole, Georgia’s new constitution was more reason­
able and more workable than those in other states where blacks 
and carpetbaggers were in a greater majority. It did, however, 
possess certain flaws. By permitting the state and local govern­
ments to aid the railways and other public projects, it opened 
the door to the pillaging of the state treasury which was to 
follow. It also brought on an immediate collision between the 
military and the conservatives still in office. General Pope de­
manded of State Treasurer John Jones $40,000 to pay the ex­
penses of the convention. Jones refused to pay without a war­
rant from the governor, and Governor Jenkins refused to sign 
such an order, saying that there was no legal authority for this 
expenditure. About this time General George Meade replaced 
Pope, and when his demand for the money was also refused, he 
fired the governor, the treasurer, the comptroller general, and 
the secretary of state, and replaced them with military officers. 
In the midst of this turmoil, Governor Jenkins hid the great seal 
and took off for New York City, carrying $400,000 of the 
state’s money, which he deposited in a New York bank to keep 
it out of the hands of the military government.
For all its harshness, conservatives in Georgia preferred mili­
tary rule to a government controlled by civilian outsiders deter­
mined to raise the freedman to a position of complete equality, 
and they urged that the new constitution not be adopted. Their 
plea went unheeded. The constitution was adopted by a large 
majority, and Rufus B. Bullock, a Republican who had come to 
Georgia from New York in 1859, was nominated as the Radical 
Republican candidate for governor. The conservatives or Demo­
crats did demonstrate a certain strength, however, ending up 
with a small majority in the House, a fact which disturbed 
Governor-elect Bullock, This body assembled in Atlanta on July 
4, 1868, Bullock was inaugurated, the Fourteenth Amendment 
was ratified, and before the month was out, General Meade 
declared military rule at an end. Before the troops could be 
withdrawn, however, Bullock’s government, too, found itself in 
trouble with the federal Congress. Twenty-nine Negroes were in 
the House and three in the Senate. Bullock, in an effort to find
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get on with the important task of doing business together. All 
over the South at this time, states were wresting political power 
from the hands of Reconstruction governments—their self- 
styled “ Redeemers” including a number of the old landed aris­
tocracy. Many of them in Georgia, like Robert Toombs, Alfred 
Colquitt, and John B. Gordon, were ex-Confederate officers. 
Others, like Joseph E. Brown and Charles J. Jenkins, were an­
tebellum governors or high officials. Strongly conservative, dis­
trustful of the black vote and the poor white alike, this class of 
Bourbon leadership strongly encouraged the growth of railroads 
and industry of all kinds—particularly mining in the Georgia 
hills, where under a law passed by the Bullock regime, convict 
labor was widely used.
Though the history of the Reconstruction period in Georgia is 
dominated by the stories of financial corruption and political 
chicanery, in fairness it must be said that in this time was laid 
the groundwork for the strong and prosperous Georgia that was 
to be. The state, and particularly its resurgent capital at Atlanta, 
found the period one of booming economic growth and increas­
ing prosperity. Hardly had Sherman’s troops left burning At­
lanta when the people began with fierce energy to rebuild their 
city. By December of 1865, this rebirth was well under way, 
and Atlanta, home of the railroads, with no “ old plantation” 
tradition to turn its thoughts to a dear, dead past, had the drive 
of a Western town.
The secret of Atlanta’s quick rebirth, in fact, lies in those 
Northerners who came to Georgia not to victimize or recon­
struct, but simply to do business. These agents and drummers 
scrambling frantically to make a dollar by peddling Yankee 
manufactures did not confine their efforts to Atlanta. They kept 
the livery stables busy, renting rigs in which they traveled the 
muddy country roads, seeking out the little merchants whose 
stores by now were rising at every crossroads.
Here in the Georgia backcountry the tremendous social 
changes brought about by war and reconstruction were most 
poignantly felt, for here, even more than in the cities, a new and 
workable relationship between white and black had to be 
evolved—a relationship which not only complied with federal 
law, but which took into consideration also the economic real-
/
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shoulder, but he was unable to withstand the 
shock and died on May 21.
[See extensive papers and memoranda in possession 
of Roy Bird Cook, Charleston, W. V a .; Confcd. Mil. 
Hist. (1899), vol. I I ;  Herald-Advertiser (Huntington, 
W. Va.), Aug. 25, 1929; Huntington Herald, June 22, 
1900 ; War of the Rebellion, Official Records (Army)-]
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JE N K IN S , C H A R L E S  JO N E S  (Jan. 6,1805- 
June 14, 1883), jurist, governor of Georgia, 
was born in the Beaufort district, S. C., the only 
child of Charles Jones Jenkins, who was the 
ordinary of Beaufort district and had previously 
served as clerk of the court of common pleas. 
About 1816 the family moved to Jefferson Coun­
ty, Ga. Young Jenkins was an earnest student 
and received the best educational advantages. He 
attended the famous school of Moses Waddell, 
whom he followed to Athens, Ga., when Wad­
dell became president of Franklin College, com­
pleted his preparation there, and entered Frank­
lin College. In February 1822 he took his 
dismissal in order to enter Union College at 
Schenectady, N. Y., where he graduated in 1824. 
He read law with J. MacPherson Berrien [q.vf] 
and was admitted to the bar in April 1826. 
Beginning practice in Sandersville he was im­
mediately successful. In 1829 he moved to Au­
gusta, where, in 1832, he joined the prosperous 
firm of Augustus B. Longstreet [q.vf] and Wil­
liam M. Mann. In 1830 he went to the lower 
house of the legislature from Richmond County 
and in 1831 was elected attorney general of the 
state. This office he soon resigned to seek reelec­
tion to the legislature, but was twice defeated 
before his successful candidacy of 1836. With 
the exception of the term of 1842, he served 
continuously in the house from 1836 until his 
resignation in 1850, and during this time was 
speaker of the house for four terms. He was an 
ardent Union Whig and, in the state constitu­
tional convention of 1850, wrote and champ- 
pioned the resolutions endorsing the compro­
mise measures of 1850, commonly known as the 
“ Georgia platform.” The historian Fielder, a 
contemporary, called him the “ Madison” of this 
convention (Fielder, post, p. 72). In September 
1850 Fillmore offered him a position in the 
cabinet, but he declined. (Toombs to Fillmore, 
in Phillips, post, p. 212). In 1852 the Georgia 
Whigs bolted the Scott presidential ticket and 
voted for Webster, who had died in October, and 
Jenkins (Avery, post, p. 25). A few days after 
the election Jenkins pronounced to the Whigs of 
Augusta a Eulogy on the Life and Services of 
Henry Clay (1853). In 1853 he was the candi­
date of the Whig or “ Union” party for governor 
but was defeated. Although he deprecated the
t
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drift toward secession he was removed from ac­
tive politics by his appointment to the Georgia 
supreme court, on which he served during the 
entire war.
He declined the presidency of the constitu­
tional convention of 1865, charged with restor­
ing Georgia to the Union, but, as chairman of 
the committee on business, he directed the diffi­
cult work of readjustment. In November 1865 
he was accorded the unique honor of a unani­
mous election as governor. In his inaugural ad­
dress he declared entire acceptance of the results 
of the war and pleaded for reconciliation. Within 
two years he virtually restored the credit of the 
state. He opposed ratification of the Fourteenth 
Amendment. When the reconstruction acts of 
1867 were passed he sought an injunction in the 
Supreme Court restraining Secretary Stanton 
from executing them, but the court declined to 
interfere. Because he refused to sign a warrant 
on the state treasury for the payment of the 
expenses of the reconstruction convention, he 
was removed by General Meade on Jan. 13, 1868. 
Jenkins, on leaving the state, sequestered the 
executive documents, state moneys, and the ex­
ecutive seal, which were not restored until the 
Democratic governor James M. Smith took of­
fice in 1872. In appreciation the state legislature 
presented Jenkins with a gold facsimile of the 
executive seal inscribed, “ In Arduis Fidelis.” 
After some months in Canada and eighteen 
months’ residence abroad, he had returned to 
Georgia late in 1870. He retired to his home at 
Summerville, near Augusta, and only returned 
to public life for brief service as president of 
the constitutional convention of 1877. Avery, 
the Georgia historian, writing in 1881, said that 
“no man in the state has enjoyed a larger meas­
ure of respect than Mr. Jenkins.” (Avery, post, 
p. 20.)
He was married twice: first, to a sister of 
Seaborn Jones of Burke County, Ga., and, after 
she died, to a daughter of Judge Barnes of 
Philadelphia.
[C. C. Jones, The L ife  and Services of Ex-Gov. C. J .  
Jenkins (1884) ; W. J . Northen, Men of Mark in Ga., 
vol. I l l  (19 10) ; I. W. Avery, The Hist, of the State 
of Ga. (copr. 1881) ; Herbert Fielder, A Sketch of the 
L ife  and Times and Speeches of Joseph E. Brown 
(18 8 3 ); “ The Correspondence of Robert Toombs, 
Alexander H. Stephens and Howell Cobb” edited by 
U. B. Phillips in Ann. Rcpt. of the Am. Hist. Asso. 
fo r the year 19 1 1 ,  vol. II (19 13) ; Atlanta Constitution, 
June 16, 1883.] H. J . P., Jr .
JE N K IN S , ED W A RD  H O P K IN S (May 31, 
1850-Nov. 6, 1931), agricultural chemist, was 
born in Falmouth, Mass., the son of John and 
Chloe (Thompson) Jenkins. He studied at Phil­
lips Academy, Andover, and entered Yale Uni-
44
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CHARLES J. JENKINS
The distinguished Governor of the State who bore the 
executive seal of Georgia into exile rather than see it 
profaned by military usurpers in the days of Reconstruc­
tion, also sleeps here (Summerville, near Augusta, cemetery. 
His grave is marked by a handsome shaft of brown granite, 
on which may be read the following inscription:
Sacred to the memory of Hon. Charles J. Jenkins. 
Died June 13, 1883. Justice of the Supreme Court 
of Georgia, 1860-1865; Governor of Georgia, 1865- 
1868/ In arduis fidelis.
The Latin motto quote! in the epitaph was stamped upon 
the handsome gold medal presented to him by the State of 
Georgia. Translated it means ’’faithful in hardship.” The 
medal was a facsimile reproduction of the original seal 
which he rescued.
Georgia’s Landmarks, Memorials and Legends 
Vol. 2 p. 321 
Lucian Lamar Knight 
Atlanta, Ga.
1914
See also Reminiscences of Famous Georgians 
Vol. 2 p. 291 
Lucian Lamar Knight 
Atlanta, Ga.
1908.
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! Jean politician who w as born in the 
I B eaufort d istrict, iSouth Carolina, in
and w as educated  a t  Union college,' 
Schenectady. A fter
returned to G eorgia and practiced  law  
in A ugusta . H o w a s a  m em ber of the 
Georgia sta te  legislature from  3S36 to 
3842 and from 1843 to 3851. During  
the Civil War he w as a suprem e court 
justice in Georgia, and governor of 
tihat sta.te from 3.885 to 3868.
Governor Jenkins u nsuccessfu lly  a t ­
tem pted, b y  in stitu tin g  su it of the 
S tate  of G eorgia vs. S tanton  before 
tfiie United S ta tes Suprem e Court, to 
prevent S ecretary  of W ar Stanton from  
carrying, in Georgia, the. reconstruction  
a cts  of M arch, 3 867. On m aking the 
second a ttem p t in 3 868, he w as re­
moved from office by General Meade. 
In 3872 he received two of Georgia's 
electoral votes for the presidency of 
the U nited  S tates. H orace^Greeley, for 
whom  the vo tes were, to have been 
ca st, hav in g  died before the m eeting  
of the  electoral college. Jenkins died
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C H A R L E S  J O N E S  J E N K I iN S .
Charles Jones Jenkins w as an A m er-
j 1805. H e rem oved to G eorgia in 1816
1824 CHARLES JOKES JENKINS
C h a r l e s  J o n e s  J e n k i n s ,  t w e n t y - s i x t h  g o v e rn o r  o f  G e o rg ia  ( 1 8 6 5 - 6 8 ) ,  was 
h o r n  on t h e  p a t e r n a l  p l a n t a t i o n ,  “G r i m b a l l  n i l l  P l a c e ,*  B e a u i o r t  D i s t r i c t ,
S. C . ,  J a n .  6 ,  1805.  'H is  f a t h e r ,  whose f u l l  name h e  Lore  and whose o n ly  
c h i l d  he  was,  was f o r  a  number o f  y e a r s  c o u r t  c l e r k  and o r d i n a r y .  In  1816 
t h e  f a m i l y  removed to  a  f a rm  in  J e f f e r s o n  c o u n ty ,  Ga. Young Je .nk ins  s t u d i e d  
a t  t h e  b e s t  s c h o o l s  i n  G e o r g i a  and S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  and a t t e n d e d  F r a n k l i n  
C o l l e g e ,  A th en s ,  and Union C o l l e g e ,  S c h e n e c ta d y ,  N. Y . , which c o n f e r r e d  t h e  
d e g r e e  o f  LL. D. upon him i n  1874. He s t u d i e d  law  i n  Savannah u n d e r  J .  At f,., , 
B e r r i e n ,  was a d m i t t e d  to  t h e  b a r  o f  S c r i v e n  c o u n ty ,  G a . , i n  1822,  and p r a c ­
t i c e d  i n  S a n d e r s v i l l e  u n t i l  1829, when he  removed to  A ugus ta .  I n  1830 he  
was e l e c t e d  s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ;  i n  1831 a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l  o f  G e o rg ia ,  and 
s o l i c i t o r - g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  m id d le  c i r c u i t .  He r e s i g n e d  th e  l a t t e r  o f f i c e  t o  
acce ja t  a  n o m in a t io n  to  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  b u t  was d e f e a t e d .  He was,  however ,  
e l e c t e d  i n  1836, 1837, 1838, 1839, 1840,  and 1841, s i x  a n n u a l  te r ra s ;  was  ̂
d e f e a t e d  i n  1842;  a g a in  e l e c t e d  i n  1843, 1845, 1847 and 1849, f o u r  b i e n n i a l  
t e r ip s ,  and  was chosen  s p e a k e r  o f  th e  h o u se  i n  1840, 1843 and 1845.  As a 
member o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  1850, he  r e p o r t e d  t h e  famous “ G e o r g ia  
P l a t f o r m  o f  1 8 5 0 .” The same y e a r  he d e c l i n e d  an o f f e r  o f  t h e  s e c r e t a r y s h i p  
o f  th e  i n t e r i o r  from P r e s i d e n t  F i l l m o r e ,  and i n  1852 he  was named as  c a n d i ­
d a te  f o r  v i c e - p r e s i d d n t ,  w i t h  D a n i e l  W eb s te r .  He was d e f e a t e d  f o r  g o v e r n o r  
i n  1853 by  H. V. Johnson* I n  1856 he  was e l e c t e d  s t a t e  s e n a t o r  to  f i l l  t h e  
v a c a n c y  c a u s e d  by  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Andre?/ J .  M i l l e r ,  and in  1860 was a p p o i n t e d  
j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  supreme c o u r t  i n  p l a c e  o f  L i n t o n  S t e p h e n s ,  r e s i g n e d ,  s e r v i n g  
th r o u g h  t h e  was.  He would  have  b e e n  o f f e r e d  a p l a c e  in  P r e s i d e n t  D a v i s ’ s 
c a b i n e t ,  c o u l d  he have  b e e n  s p a r e d  from th e  b e n c h .  He was e l e c t e d  member o f  
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n v e n t io n  c a l l e d  by Andrew Jo h n s o n ,  and 
became g o v e rn o r  o f  G e o rg ia  i n  November, 1865,  b u t  was removed by  Gen. Meade 
J a n .  13,  1868, f o r  r e f u s i n g  to  p a s s  up an e x e c u t i v e  w a r r a n t  to  pay  t h e  con­
v e n t i o n  w i t h o u t  a  l e g a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  made by  th e  g e n e r a l  a s se m b ly ,  i n  con­
f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  Gov. J e n k i n s  h a d  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  s t a t e  
t r e a s u r e r ,  John  J o n e s ,  to  remove t h e  s t a t e  fu n d s .  Gen. Meade d e t a i l e d  Gen. 
Thomas H. Ruger t o  a e t  as  g o v e r n o r  o f  G e o r g i a ,  whereupon Gov. J e n k i n s  went 
to  Washington, D. C . ,  c a r r y i n g  w i t h  him t h e  g r e a t  s e a l  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  de­
p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  and t h e  e x e c u t i v e  documents r e l a t i n g  to  h i s  te rm .
Gen. Ruger  made a demand upon S e c r e t a r y  S t a n t o n  f o r  t h e  a r r e s t  and  t e t u r n  o f  
Gov. J e n k i n s ,  and w ro te  to  t h e  l a t t e r ,  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  i n s t a n t  r e t u r n  o f  th e  
s e a l  and  th e  b o o k s ,  t o  which  Gov. J e n k i n s  r e p l i e d  t h a t  i n  v iew o f  t h e  demand 
f o r  h i s  a r r e s t  a l l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e tw een  them m ust  end .  N o th in g  f u r t h e r  
was h e a r d  from Gen. Ruger,  and  no a t t e m p t  was made to  a r r e s t  Gov, J e n k i n s .
The l a t t e r  r e m a in e d  i n  B a l t i m o r e ,  and H a l i f a x ,  N. S. , u n t i l  1869, when he  
r e t u r n e d  to  G e o r g i a .  He t h e n  s p e n t  e i g h t  months i n  E u ro p e ,  a f t e r  which h e  
resum ed  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  i n  S u m m erv i l le ,  n e a r  A ugus ta .  I n  1872, when GFov.
S m i th  and a  d e m o c r a t i c  l e g i s l a t u r e  came i n t o  power,  Gov. J e n k i n s  r e t u r n e d  th e  
s e a l ,  l o o k s  and  money to  t h e  s t a t e .  R e s o l u t i o n s  an d  th a n k s  w ere  v o t e d  h im  
and a gold, copy o f  t n e  s e a l  was p r e s e n t e d  to  him w i t h  i m o r e s s i v e  c e re m o n ie s
g * .  •
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l a w y e r ,  j u r i s t  and o r a t o r ,  and as  e x e c u t i v e  he to o k  a  h i g h  r a n k .  The 
a r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m en t ,  o r  t h o s e  o f  any s t a t e  o f  t h e  Union w i l l  
h a r d l y  show a b l e r  o r  more s c h o l a r l y  s t a t e  p a p e r s  t h a n  t h o s e  which  he  p r e ­
p a r e d .  I n  p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  l i f e  he e x e m p l i f i e d  t h e  l o f t i e s t  s e n se  o f  
h o n o r ,  w h i l e  an e x a l t e d  a d h e re n c e  t o  d u ty  marked a l l  h i s  r e l a t i o n s .  On_ 
many o c c a s i o n s  he  a c t e d  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  h i s  p a r t y ,  one o f  h i s  d e fe a t®  b e i n g  
due to  h i s  h a v in g  h e l p e d  to  p a s s  t h e  " A l g e r i n e  Law" which c r e a t e d  a b o a r d  
a u t h o r i z e d  to  v e to  money a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  made by  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  o f  
A u g u s ta .  I n  1849 he r e f u s e d  to  a i d  h i s  whig c o l l e a g u e s  i n  b l o c k i n g  l e g i s ­
l a t i o n .  He c o u ld  have  b e e n  e l e c t e d  U. S. s e n a t o r  i n  1851, b u t  d e c l i n e d  
to  a n t a g o n i z e  h i s  f r i e n d ,  Judge  B e r r i e n .  On t h e  G eorg ia^suprem e  bench  he  
w r o t e  a l l  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  s u s t a i n i n g  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  o n s c r i p t i o n .  He d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  t h a t  s e c e s s i o n  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  w a r r a n t e d  by  th e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  though  
f a v o r i n g  t h e  a b s t r a c t  r i g h t ,  n o r  d i d  he  approve  t h e  r e p u d i a t i o n  of  G e o r g i s ’ s 
war  d eb t  a t  t h e  b e h e s t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  H is  e n t i r e  c a r e e r  was marked 
by  i n t e g r i t y ,  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and p a t r i o t i s m .  He d i e d  n e a t  A ugus ta ,  G a . , June 
13, 1883.
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